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[Abstract:] Sends for answer letter for Secy. Treasy... 933 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

September 21, 1880 


Sir: 


I enclose herewith a letter referred to this Office by the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
you will please answer. In this connection I have to request that you will inform me why the half 
dollars of the coinage of your Mint of 1874 bore an arrow head each side of the date, and if the 
total coinage of that denomination, the same year, was similar. 


Very respectfully, 


Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


[Enclosed note: ] 
Under the new Mint law of 1873 the weight of the half-dollar was changed from 192 
grains, to 12 % grains or 192.9 grains. And both kind were coined during the year the latter 


distinguished by an arrow head on each note of the date, and same with quarters and dimes. 


And why they were continued during 1874 I cannot tell, except they were so ordered by 
the Director. 


None other were correct during the year. 


